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Last month, The Hair & Makeup Artist Network was invited by Key Makeup Artist Michelle Garbin to visit the
Set of Sons of Anarchy’. Upon visiting, we were fortunate enough to be introduced to the entire Hair &
Makeup Department SOA where the incredibly talented Makeup Department Head Tracey Anderson & Key
Makeup Artist Michelle Garbin demonstrated 2 tattoo application for our nefwork cameras.

For those of you sho don't know, ‘Sons of Anarchy” is a hit series appearing on FX Networks about a
‘motorcyele club. Most people seem to thirk this is an easy show to wark on because the cast s predominately
‘made up of male actors. However, what most peaple don't realize is how much makeup is required on the show
and how demanding it it can be for everyone on the team. “The Sons of Anarchy is a show about a motoreycle
club,” explains Garbin, “Bikers have facial hair, taftoos, and scars. On SOA we do beauty makeup, straight
‘makeup, character makeup, taftoos (up to 100 daily), facial moustache and beard work, scars, and special
effects. Almost all of our special effects are done on set out of our kits. This s a show that really hones your
skl In fact, Michelle goes on to say, “There s rarely is any down fime. If we aren' doing makeup, we are
‘prepping for the next day. We have a cast of up to one hundred and eleven actors which wil include the main
cast, guest stars, special guest stars, stunt doubles, and photo doubles, this fist does not include background
extras”

In addifion to the regular hair and makeup team, there is an assortment of day-players filling in on the heavier
days; which can incfude a masimum of five additional makeup artists! If you are looking to get hired for this
team, you had better sharpen up your nefworking skills because this crew is assembled by referral only
Michelle says, “It helps if you have worked with one of us. If an artist works on our show, they must know
how to do tattoos and facial hair work. Knowing how to do special effects really helps, too,

Not onlyis Sons of Anarchy a makeup intensive show, the shooing schedule and location can be gructing,
t00. SOA has thirteen episodes per season, seven shooting days per episode, for five months out of the
‘year. Garbin explains, “We've been known to work long hours and “Fraturdays” (Friday that fums into
Saturday) in hot, middle-of-nowhere locations. Also, working in the desert and other rural areas is always
challenging. Besides a long drive, there is the heat, sun, cold. rain, sunbum, sweating, dirt, bugs, snakes and
other ailments. Tattoos pick up dirt and mustaches misbehave after long motorcycle chases. It is important
to keep yourself and your actors hydrated with lots of water and wear Iots of sunsereen.

So i you think working in film and television is a glamorous job you might want to consider a bit of Michelle
Garbin's advice. “If you ke to work in 2 studio only, short hours, just doing beauty makeup with Iots of
‘breaks and not getting dirty, then episodic is not for you. You need to be able to work as quickly and
efficiently as possible in the time allowed and keep up on all your makeup skills. Knowledge s power!

Garbin began her career over fwenty-two years ago. When she was fourteen, she started attending
cosmetology school; her high school teachers allowed her to o this because of her fascination with faces.
Michelle’s esthetician license helped her pay for her education at the University of California-Santa Barbara,
where she worked on various theatrical productions doing wigs and makeup, while also having an intemship in
the Art Department on NBC's ‘Days of Our Lives”. It was in the Makeup Department at NBC where Joni
Lawrence and Franz Hahn taught her to do television makeup. Since then, Michelle has worked on many shows
andis amember of the hair & makeup union LATSE Local 706. Eventually her career brought her to her current
Key Makeup position on ‘Sons”, where she began working on the pilot with Jessica Abbott, Jennifer Saeta, and

David Abbott. Eventually, Tracey Anderson took over when Jessica left and asked Michelle during season
three to come back to the show and be her key. Garbin told SOA Department Head Tracey Anderson, “Lets

give it a week and see it works.” [t must have been a great match because they are now finishing season four

In addition to being a Makeup Artist, Michelle is a working estheticizn and is one of the few members of Local
706 to have expertise in skincare. In fact, she has been brought in on prosthetis-heavy shows to help salve
Skin damage issues caused by long-tem appliznce application usage. Michelle also founded a fabulous organic
Skincare ine called Vivid MD Skincare, which will soon be featured on The Hair & Makeup Artist Network
website shopping cart.
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